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** And the King confulted with the old men that ftood before 
** his father, while he yet lived, and faid, how do ye advife, 
**-that I may anfwer this people ? And they fpake unto him, 
** faying, if thou wilt be a fervant unto this people this day, 
** and ‘wilt ferve them, and anfwer them, and {peak good 

~ ** words to them, then they will be thy fervants for ever.” - 
1 Kings. 12.6, 7. 

** Lardently with that the common enemies to both countries 
** may fee to their difappointment, that thefe difputes. be- 
** tween the Mother country, and the colonies have termina- 
** ted like the quarrels of lovers, and increafed the affection 
** which they ought to bear to each other. ” 


Governor Gage’s Letter to the Hon. Peyton Randolph, Efq; 
en isiarnonnneisiainiaonmneneeemeemn 
THE SeconD EpiTIon. J 
BOSTON: Printed for, and Sold by Thomas 
LEVER #2 TT, in Cora-Hill, 1775. 
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Zt iseof the Lord’s mercies that we are not confite 
med, becaufe bis compaffions fail not. 


“gr HE pulpit is devoted, in general, to more 
( important purpofes, than the fate of king- 
doms, or the eivil -rightsof human nature ; 
: being intended, to recover men from the 
flavery of fin and fatan—to point out their efcape 
from future mifery, through faith in a crucified 
Jefus—and to aflift them in theix preparations for 
an eternal bleffednefs: But ftill, there are fpecial 
times and feafons. when it may ‘treat of politics; 
And furely, if it is allowable tor fome who occupy 
it, by preaching up the doétrines of non-re. 
fiftance and ve obedienec, to vilify the prin. 
ciples, and to fap the foundationsof that glori- 
ous revolution, that exalted the houfe of Hanover 
to the Briti/h throne; it ought to beno tran 
greffion in others, nor to be conftrued into a want 
of loyalty, to fpeak confiftently with thofe ap. 
proved tenets, that have made Groree the third, 
the firft of European fovereigns, who otherwife, 
with all his perional- virtues, might have lived 
an obfeure’ Elector, See 


Having 


ta 
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Having then, the paft morning of this_provin- 
cial thank{giving,~-accommodated the text to 
the cafe of individuals, I fhall now. dedicate it, 
according to its original intention, to the fervice 
of the public, the fituation of ‘whofe affairs, is, 
both difreffing and alarming. 


«Fhe capital of the colony is barbaroufly treated, 
pectarvianly for a crime, but actually, for the no- 

le ftand fhe has made in favour of liberty againft 
the partifans of flavery.. She has diftinguifhed 
herfelf by her animated oppofition to arbitrary and 
unconttitutional proceedings ; and therefore has 
been markt out, by miniiterial vengeance, to be 
made an example of, whereby to terrify other 
American cities into a tame fubmiffion. She is an 
example—and, thanks to heaven ! an example 
of patience and fortitude, to the no fmall morti- 
fication of her enemies, whofe own bafe feelings 
led them to imagine, that fhe would immediately: 
become an abject fuplicant for royal favour, tho’ 
at the expence of natural and charter’d rights. 
May fome future hiflorian, the friend of mankind 
and citizen of the world, have to record in his 
faithful and ever-living page, that fhe never truck- 
led, though* Briti/h failors and foldiers, contrary 
to their natural affection for the caufe of liberty, 
were bafely employed to intimidate her ; but per- 
feveringly held out, through the fiery trial, ’till 
a revolution of men and meafures brought on her 
deliverance ! 


But it is not the capital alone that fuffers. The 
late venal Parliament, in compliance withthe di- 
rections of adminiftration, have, under the falfe 
colour of regulating the government of the colo« 


By, mutilated its charter, and conveyed dange- 
rous 
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rous ‘powers to individuals, for the enforcing and 


maintaining thofe encroachments, that they have 
ventured, in defiance of common equity, to make 


‘upon the rights of a free people——And had not 


the calmnefs and prudence of others fupplied their 
Jack of wifdom, the country might by this time 
‘have become an Aceldama. * : 


Upon the principles, which the Britifh. legifla- 
ture have adopted in their late extraordinary 
proceedings, I fee not, how we can be certain of 
any one priviledge—nor what hinders our being 
really in a ftate of flavery to an aggregate of 
mafters, whofe tyranny may be worfe than that 
of a “y defpot—nor that a man can with pro- 
priety fay, his foul’s his own, and not the {pring 
to move his bodily machine, in the performarice 
of whatever drudgery his lords may appoint—nor 
that the public have a permanent and valuable 
conftitution. If the Britifh legiflature is the con- 
ftitution, or fuperior to the conftitution, Magna 
Charta, the bill of rights, and the proteftant Accepts 
thefe boafts of Britons, are toys to pleafe the vul- 
gar, and not /olid fecurities. 


- ‘Fre operation of the late unconftitutional acts 
of the Britifh Parliament, would net only de- 
; prive 

I take this opportunity of making my public acknowledgments 
to his Excellency the Governor, for not having: precipitated 
the country into a civil war—an event, which as, appears 
by his letter, he ardently wifhes may never exift. Should the 
continent be exercifed with fo ‘great an evil, I promife my- 
felf from the known humanity, the conftant attendant of 
‘true bravery—the known humanity of the Britith officers and 


troops, that they will not #dd barbarity, to the unavoidable . 


“calamities of war: But fhould any hellith policy order it’s 
being done, the colonies, ‘tis to be fuppofed, will dread all, 
lefs than flavery to thofe cruel mafters that can iffue fuch fa- 

wage edicts, 
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‘ -‘prive the colony of invaluable: privileges, but. it- 


-troduce a train of evils, little expected by the 


‘generality, and give the Britifh miniftry fuch, an 


afcendency in all public affairs, as would beto the 
Fall Ca pcgteleersenisten > voce yb: 


cy %. ae 


* Is: fupport of this paragraph, I fhall quote the following paf- 
~ ges: fom the pret of he Lords gaint the segulating 
we L( T VIZ. : g a ‘ 

«© The new sonftitution of judicature provided by this bill is 


~~“ improper, and incongruous with the plan of the adminiftra- 
te tion of juftice in Great Britains Parts 
**« The Governor and Council. thus» inftituted with powers, 
«¢ with which the Britith conflitution has, not trufted his Ma- 
~“e€ jefty and his Privy-Council, have the means of returning 
#©fuch a jury in each particular caufé, as may beft fuit with the 
_ -« gratifications of their paffions, and -interefts. The lives, 
** liberties. and properties of the fubject. are put into their 
_ ‘hands without controul ; and the invaluable right of trial 
-* by jury, is turned into a fnare for eras who have 
© 4 hitherto looked upon it as their main fecurity againft the 
. © licencioufnefs of power. i Sole fe 
4 We fee in this bill-the fame fcheme of firengthening the au- 
~€ thority of the officers and minifters of ‘ftate, at.theexpence 
< €© Of the rights and liberties of the fubject, which was indicated 
~-€ bythe inaufpicious aét for thutting up the harbour: of Bof- 
6 ton. Mae ee eae eo CO eS 
‘* By that actwhich is immediately conneGied with this bill, 
“the example was fet of a large important city (contain- 
#* ing vaft multitudes of people, many of whem muft be in- 
* yocent and all of whom are unheard) by an arbitrary fen- 
46 tence deprived of the advantage of that port, upon which 
‘¢ all their means of livelihood did immediately. dependes | 
ti 2F is peefexittian is not made. determinable.on the: payment 
*« of a fine for an offence, or a compenfation for an injury ; 
“but is to continue until the minifters.of the. Crown. fhall 
4 think fit to advife the King in council to revoke it.» 
** The legal condition. of the fubjeCt (ftanding unattained: by 
. *€ conviction, for treafon. or, felony (ought neyer-to; depend 
_-f© upon the arbitrary. will of any perfon. whatfoever Sain 
, Pwould add alfo. The clawfe in the regulating aét,-refpect- 
dng town meetings, leaves it in the power of a Governor, to 
prevent theun all at pleafure,-thofe only excepted: for the Gatice 
: i?) 


~ “Neither the moft trifling, nor the’ moft important 
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i The fpirited behaviour of the country under ~ 


~thefe innovations, has charm’d, and affrighted, 
“numbers : And, fhould it be continued, with pru- 


dence unremitted zeal and true fortitude, will pro. 


_.duce monuments of praife more lafling than 


'brafs; even though it thould. not prove fuccefs- 
ful, which is;fearce fuppofable,) “Ss 


of town Officersin March, and for the choice of Reprefentatives, 
moft , nor the.'mo <pulingts can 

~ be legally tranfaéted, fo as to be binding upon’ the inhabitants, 
-evén in the moft diftant towns of the government, without 
: ig ck had and obtained cf the Governor in writing, expref= 


_ fing fuck fpecial bufinefs, though it thould happen that if 


“Motdone, within lefs time than neceffary for the obtaining 
of that leave, it cannot be done at all. The town’s-men 
ean neither lay out a new road, nor raife monies for mene 
diag an old one : Nor can they fettle a minifter, Without 
obtaining the exprefs written’ leave of the ‘Governor. ¥ea, 
they are forbid fo much as to talk, for they are not. ,to 
; treat, of any other matter at their March meeting, ex 
cept the eleétion of their efficers, nor at any other meeting y 
except the bufinefs expreffed in the leave given by the-Go- 
“vernor, or in his ab ence by the Lieutenant Gevernor.. If. this 
is not to eftablifh flavery by legiflative authority, I -beg 
_ to know what is ? The arbitrary mandates of the Grand 
“Monarch enjoining his flaves filence, when ftate affairs are 
difagreeable to the public, will f{carce be thougkt by many, 
fo great an attack upon the rights of mankind, as an attempt 
“¥o'perpetuate fomething of the like nature by a permanent 
law.” Should the favourite of a Governor have embeazled 
the towns-money, how fhall a meeting be obtained to vote 
and order a profecution’ againft him ? Should a candidate 
be reported as @ warm friend to the liberties of the peo- 
ple, how fhall leave be had for his being fettled, though 
unanimoufly approved of, and admired ? Should an oppref- 
fed town be‘defirous of ating it’s grievances, and praying 
a Tedrefs, how fhall the inhabitants Go it in a corporate 
capacity, fhould the Commander in chief be prejudiced 
againft ‘them f Should the cleftors be inclined to inftruct 
their reprefentatives upon matters of the higheft concern to 
them, how hall’ they do it without violating the law, when 
wry ee : ‘be 


16 . A Thankfaiving 


The di/frefes that the late atts have already 
occafioned, are, many and great ; and too well 
known to require an enumeration : And yet, could 
we befecure of a fpeedy relief, in the permanent 
redrefs of our grievances, we fhould foon forget 
them. But we have our fears, leaft they fhould 
be only the beginning of forrows; and are in 
doubt, whether we may not be called to experi- 
ence the horrors of a civil war; unlefs we will 
difgrace our defcent, meanly fubmit to the lofs 
of our privileges, and leave: to pofterity—the ma- 


ny millions that fhall people this continent, in. 


lefs than a century—donds and fetters. 
The 


the Ruler’s intereft prevents his giving them leave ? A thou- 
fand other events are made to depend upon the arbitrary 
will of a Governor, by the claufe before us. And why 
are all the towns of the Colony to be reduced to fuch a 
‘flavith dependance ? Becaufe, as the Britifh legiflative aflerts, 
_ © @ great abufe has been made of calling town meetings, 
- € and the inhabitants have, contrary to the defign of their 
‘* inftitution, been mifled to treat upon matters of the moft 
*« general cencern, and to pafs many dangerous and un- 
“© warrantable refolves. ’” ©! abominable ! That a people 
fhould be deprived of their precious and long enjoyed liber- 
ties, not for any wilfully perverfe known crime, but be- 
caufe of their being foolithly mifled. Why did not the 
wife miniftry eafe themfelves of the oppofition given them 
by the city of London, by a like regulation of their charter, 
upon the ground of the citizens having been mi/led ? Why do 
they not, upen the fame ground, prevent all corporation and 
county meetings in Great-Britain, that fo they may not be 
pefter’'d with any future petitions or remonftrances ? But, 
fhould the operation of the regulating att be fecured, who 
can tell, how long it will be, ere the Britith legiflative will 
“affign the folid reafon of having been mifled to treat upon 
matters of the moft general concern, and to pafs many dange- 
sous and unwarrantable refolves, for fufpending all the Ame- 
rican affemblies, or at leaft for reducing the» members of 
each, to the more convenient number of the Yorkers. 
I decline as wholly unneceffary, all remarks upon the mifcalled 
att for the impartial adminiftration of ‘Juflice &c, 
— 
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The important day is now arrived, that muft de- 
‘termine whether we fhall remain free ; or, alas! be 
brought into bondage, after having long enjoyed 
the {weets of liberty. The event will probably be 
fuch as isour own condu&. Will weconform to 
‘the once exploded, but again courtly, do&rines of 
paflive obedience and non-refiftance, rather than 
hazard life and property, we may have the honour 
of burning under the heats of fummer, and freez- 
ing under the colds of winter, in providing for the 
luxurious entertainment of lazy{proud, worth- 
lefs penfioners and placemen * peepee 

Witt 


* There are fome honourable exceptions to this general intima- 
tion ; but they are fo few that they can fave themfelves only 
and not the Ji? from deferved reproach. 

In the year 1697, the penfions amounted only to feven thoufand 

feventy feven pounds fterling ; but in the year 1705, 

» they amounted to eighteen thoufand one hundred and eleven 
pounds, Since then they have increafed to a moft enormous fum. 
A Jate publication informs us, that, about ten years back, 
there was a million of debt contracted on the 6d per pound 

' tax laid on penfions. The intereft of a million at 4l. per 

cent, being forty thoufand pounds per annum; the penfions, 
to have anfwered for it, mui have amounted to one; million 
fix hundred thoufand pounds per annum ; if at 31. per. cent 
to one million two hundred thoufand. There might poffibly. 
have been a deficiency in this fund, but it cannot be thought 

_ that the financier would have propoted it, had it been very 
confiderably deficient. 

[heartily with that fome, who haye leifure, and can procure 
the neceflary materials, would inform the public, as near as 
pollible, what fums are exhaufted by places and penfions. 
As to the numerous expenditures in the fecret fervices of 

. sewards, bribery and corruption, jobs and contrat¢ts,. they 

. muft remain among the ¢rcana imperit., But was a virtuous 

_ patriotic adminiftration to clefe all thofe  unneceffary 

_ drains, wheréby the wealth ‘of Great-Britain is earried off, 

they would in a few years of peace, greatly reduce the national 
debt, and have no temptation to gull the people, under a pre- 
ténce of eafing them by American taxes, when they defign 
only to provide for their numerous dependants, and to ine 
creafe the power of the crown, alias the miniftry, 
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“Will we make our appeal to heaven againit 
the intended oppreffion ; venture all, upon the 
noble princi sata brought the houfe of Hanover, 
into the pofleffion of the Britifh diadem ; and not 
fear to bleed freely in the caufe, not of a particu- 
lar people, but of mankind in general ; we fhall be 
likely to tranfmit to future ate ag though 
the country fhould be wafted by the fword, the 
moft effential. part of the fair patrimony received 
from our brave and hardy progenitors, the right 
of poffefling, and of difpofing ba at our Own Op- 
tion, the honeft fruits of our induftry. Howe- 
ver; it’s alarming to think, that, through the miftas 
ken policy of Great-Britaiz, and the abfurd noti- 
on. of perfifting in wrong. meafures for the ho- 
nour of government, we may be obliged to pafs 
through thofe difficulties, and to behold. thofe 
{cenes, and engage.in thofe fervices that are fhock. 
ing to humanity, and would be intolerable, but 
for the hope of preferving and perpetuating our 
liberties. Our trade ruin’d, our plantations trod- 
en. down, our cattle flain or taken away, our 
property plundered, our dwellings in flames, our 
families infulted and abufed, our friends and 
relatives wallowing, and our own garments rolled 
in blood, are calamities that we are not accuftom- 
ed to, and that we cannot realize but with the ut- 
molt pain: And yet we muft expec more or lefs 
of thefe, fhould we be compelled to betake our- 
felves to the fword in behalf of our rights. *Tis 
not alittle grievous to be alarmed with the ap- 
prehenfion of fuch fevere trials, unlefs we will in 
our conduét refemble thofe fimple ones, that for 
the fake of indulging themfelves in prefent eafe 


& 
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- and plenty, barter away their whole intereftvin 
future happinefs. * r ees s 
But though the fituation of our public affairs ig 
: both difrefing and alarming ; it is by far better 
than we have deferved, from the Sovereign of the 
univerfe. It would have been much worie had we 
been dealt with according to our demerits. J¢ 
is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not confumed, be« 
caufe bis compaffions fail not. Some may at frit - 
hearing object againit this, as being too ftrong an 
expreffion, and may think, confidering the morals 
of the people when compared with the inhabitants 
of other places, that it is mif-applied. I am rea- 
dy to allow, that the morals of this people, taken 
colle@tively, are fuperior to thofe of other places. 
(Connecticut excepted, where I fuppofe they are 
nearly the fame) whether in the new or the old 
world, all things confidered; and I cannot but 
view, as a ftrong proof hereof, the order that 
prevails through the country, now that the exe- 
cution of the laws, becaufe of the peculiarity of the 
times, isfufpended. And yet after all, I mutt’ hold 
to the text; and, that we may be fully con-~ 
vinced, and be duely affected with the truth of 
it, fhall make fome remarks upon this people, cons” 
. fidered as the fubjeéts of God’s moral government. - 
“ 1. In 
* Tt may be objected, that the at in difpute are too tri- 
fling ‘to juftify the hazard of fuch fevere trials, It will 
| be anfwered, that ‘tis the principles the continent. is | 
_ oppofing, in it’s attempts to prevent the eftablifhment. of 
precedents. The real difpute is, whether the long enjoyed — 
conftitution of thefe American colonies, when they are not. 
: confenting to it, fhall be liable to every alteration, that: 
 allegiflative, three thoufand miles off, fhall think conveni- © 
| ent and profitable to themfelves—and whether a houfe of 
- * commons at that diftance, to which they neither do, nor: 
¢an fend a fingle reprefentative, hall difpofe of their pros 
| perty at pleafure, Obfia Priacipiis, 
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~Y. In the firft place I remark, that the preva- 
lency of any vices and immoralities among this 
people, muft be peculiarly provoking. 
~ Circumftances aggravate or alleviate the crimes 
of focieties, no lef than of fingle perfons ; and 
far more and other is expected from fome, than 
from many others in a very different fituation 
and condition. bye i aie 
~ Now it fhould be remembered, that this is 
but a young people, nota hundred and fifty 
years old ; for, they were not a people for the few 
firk years of their fettlement in this wildernefs, 
no more than a {mall company, who muft have 
foon perifhed by the hands of the native Indians, 
had not God interpofed. Their youth is an ag- 
gravation to the crimes committed by them. | For 
a young perfon to be given to vice, though he 
has.a corrupted nature the fame as others, is high- 
ly offenfive. We look for a decent, modeft, and 
orderly behaviour ‘in Aim. 
“In ‘like manner, a young fate fhould be pure 
in its morals ; fhould be addicted to no particular 
vices ; fhould obferve the utmoft regularity of be- 
haviour ; and fhould not even think of, much lefs 
practife, the crimes too generally to be met with 
in countries of leng ftanding, when attained to 
their height in power and affluence. Their is an 
utter unfitnefs in the former’s attempting to imitate 
‘the latter. Can we fay, that this rifing young 
fate is clear as to this matter ; that it has not co- 
“pied the corrupt manners of it’s aged parent ; and 
that it hath not. it’s particular vices that are a re- 
‘proach to it? However willing we may be, thro’ 
felf love and native fondnefs, to apologize for it ; 
we cannot confcientioufly pronounce it mage 
while 


q 
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while we. know how notorious, intemperance, 


uncleannefs, luxury and irreligion are among us... 
But another thing that makes the vices and 
immoralities of this people peculiarly provoking, 
is, their defcent and education, The fins of a 
youth defcended from pious parents, who has had 
good examples fet him, and who has been care- 
fully educated, are worfe than thofe of a common 
youth, that has not enjoyed fuch advantages. 
Now the anceftors of this people were eminently 
godly. It was the ftrength of their zeal for true 
unadulterated religion, and the ardour of their 
love to God and Chrift, that prevailed ‘upon them 


to venture over the great deep, and to feek an a- 
bode in this then inhofpitable and dangerous coun- 


try ; and that reconciled them:to the numberlefs 
difficulties, that they had long to encounter, with- 
out ever attaining to the various ‘comforts that 
we enjoy. They were concern’d to perpetuate the 
fame {pirit of piety which they were actuated by 5 
paid great attention to the rifing generation 5 
and wifely provided for the good inftruction. of 
fucceeding ones. Wherein can we charge them 
with want, cither of wifdom, or faithfulnefs to 


_ potterity ? Do we not ftillreap the fruits of their 


contrivance and forefight, though notin fo am- 
ple a manner as might be, through our own 
faultinefs ? Judge ye, what could have been done 
more, through their inftrumentality, for this part 
of the Lord’s vineyard, than what has been 
done? Wherefore then, hath it brought forth fo 
many wild and bad grapes, when it fhould have 
yielded the choiceft fruit? Is not this people 
ftrangely degenerated, fo as to poffefs but a faint 
refemblance of that. godlinefs, for which their 
forefathers were eminent ! And, could there lait 

appear 


¢ 
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appear fora while, again in this colony, with the 
common paffions and fentiments of human na- 
‘ture, would they not ftand amazed at-the finful- 
nefs of the prefent generation, and be ready to 
difown them for their pofterity ! Is it not another 
_generation of profeflors, very different both as to 
entiments and practice, from that. which by their 
,emigrations for confcience fake, firft planted the 
gofpel in New-England ; would not the like zeal 
‘tor the leading dottrines. of chriftianity, and the 
dike ftri€tnefs in morals that prevailed in the firft 
‘fettlers, be feverely cenfured and be ftigmatized 
‘by fome reproachful epithet, as “in their day, by 
the generality among us, though through the {pi- 
ait of the times, the perfecution might not be 
more than that of the tongue. They that will 

diveft themfelves of prejudice, and judge. impar- 
tially, will be obliged, | apprehend, to acknow- 

Jedge.that this people do not anfwer to the ho- 
nourablenefs of their defcent ; any more than to 

. the care that was taken by their predeceffors, for 
their being well educated in the principles and 
practices of Teligion ; the full benefit of which care, 

though they may not enjoy, through the cenfura- 

ble faultinefs offome in neglecting their duty, 

yet is fo far enjoyed, as that people in general, in- 

cluding all ranks, are not better inftructed and e- 

ducated any where, it is probable, than in this 

country. -But certainly the more honourable 

their religious defcent, and the better their edu- 

cation, the more provoking muft their vices and 

immoralities be ; and nothing can be more wor- 

thy of their particular confideration, efpecially in 

thefe threatning times, than thofe words in: the 

3d of “Amos 2d. wherein: the Lord addreffes the 

children ofi.lrael faying, You only have I known of al! 

the 


‘wonderfully, next to miraculoufly, ine 


rpofed for their deliverance, when in the ut~ 
moft danger’! Their enemies expected to fwal-: 


cations and batteries really ftrong, and defended 
C by 
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By régulars, though not by Britons. May .they — 


never lofe that waiix, nor blaft the laurels gained - 


at Louifbourg, by any future cowardly conduct, 
when it is not conqueit, but liberty and property 


that are at flake | 


God hath not only appeared for this people, 


but hath greatly multiplied and exalted them. 

They were at firit a few men in number, yea, ve- 

ry few and ftrangers:in the land. They came 

from a well cultivated kingdom to a favage people 

‘and a wild country, enough to difcourage the 
ftouteft. However they ventured to take up their 

abode in it, and, through the original blefling ot 

heaven upon them, which perhaps never difplay- 

ed itfelf and wrought more effectually, except in 

the inftance of the Jews, they are become.a con- 

fiderable nation, poffefs a tolerable thare of wealth, 

and would enjoy much public happinefs, were the 

painful difputes between them and the parent 

country comfortably terminated. The face of 

the colony is not lefs changed for the better fince 

firft fettled, than what is fet forth in the language 

of Tfaiah’s prophecy, the wilderne/s and the falitary 

place fhall be glad; the defert fhail rejoice and blof- 
“fm as the rofe. It foall bloffom ablindantly, and re- 
foice even with joy and finging, the glory of Lebanon 
foall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sha- 
ron. They fhail fee the glory of the Lord, and the ex- 

stllency, of our God. ia. 35. 1, 2. Thefe enume- 

fated, are /pectal obligations on this people to ho- 
linefs. But does thetr holinefs correipond with 

them ? Are the fruits yielded by them fuited to 

fuch benefits? Are they that manner .of people, 

that might have been expected ; and that they 

engaged to be when under difficulties, and in great 

perplexity through threatning appearances ? Or 

have 
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have they not, like the Jews of old, after finging 
the divine praifes, forgot the works of God, and 
the wonders he hath fhowed them? And hath not 
| the caft of their after-conduc ‘evidenced, that, in 
renewing their engagements with him in the day 
, of their “afllition, they did fatter him with their 
- mouth, and lied unto him with their tongues ; and that 
thetr heart cas not right with him , tompethey. have 
not been fedfaft in bis covenant, havenot walked a-_ 
grecable:to the defign and purport of God’s cove-” 
nant of grace, with which they haye in much - 
mercy, been made acquainted, : & 
Tit. I fhall now remark in the third and laft 
place, that though the appearances of religion 
among this people, are great and many, yet it is. 
to be feared, that real religion ig fcarce, that the 
power of godlinefsis rare, and that while there 
' is auch outward fhow of refpect to the Deity there. 
is but little inward heart conformity to him. 


“ndiyiduals are jufly entitled to the benefit of. 
an exception, notwithitanding which it may be ap-- 
_ plied with too much truth to the community as a. 
: bo adipsia draweth nigh unto me with their, 
mouth, and bonvareth me with their lips, but their 
heart is far fram me. Matth. 15. 8. What is religi-. 
gn with the generality, more than being baptized,» 
attending public worthip ftatedlyon the Lord’s 
day, owning the covenant, coming to the Lord’s” 
table, and then being orderly in the outward de-~ 
portment ! If, befides all now mentioned, there is 
a ftrict attendance upon private prayer, and the 
_ further addition of family, though the prayers 
thall confift of nothing more than the repeating. 
of a certain fet of words that the tongue has been 
habituated to, the goodnefs of fuch religion. mutt 
not be queftioned ; though not proceeding from a 


ml work 
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» work of regeneration—not produced originally 

_ by any paces influences of the holy Spirit—not 
accompanied, with any faving illuminations from 
above, with any fpiritual view of the divine glo- 
ries, any true hatred to fin, any fenfe of the beau- 
ty of holinefs, any foul-fan@ifying Jove to God , 

and the Lord Jefus. Is therenot a great, though 

unhappy @fiinity, between the cafe of this people, 

- religioully confidered, and that of the Lacdicean 

~church, as defcribed by the Alpha and Omega in 
gree, 5 tp-lds cos oe ete 


The above remarks upon this people, confider- 

ed as the fubjects of God’s moral government, be-. 
-ing duely .weighed, thall we not be brought to 
Own with humility and gratitude, that it is of the 
Lord’s mercies that we are not confumed, becauje his 

* compaffions fail not. As yet we are not confumed. 
_. Though, when we look down from the adjoin- 
ing hills, and behold the capital, we cannot but 
dament faying, “ How is the ‘gold become dim ! 
. how is the moft fine gold changed’! how does 

_ «her port mourn, becaule her fhipping come not 
** to her as formerly : all her wharfs are defolate ! 

“ how is the poffefled and furrounded™by an ar- 

*< med force, as though in the hands of an ene- 

« my! Yet, blefled be God! fhe doth not fit foli. 

¢* tary ; the is fu'l of people: fhe is honourable 

~ among the nations: the is-as a princefs among 
.“ the provinces, feeing that fhe ;hath not. meanly 
* become tributary. She weepeth fore in the 

~ = night, and her tears are on her cheeks: but, 
»» hike beauty in diltrefs, the is the more engaging. 
. “ She hath many lovers tocomfort her; and her 
“ friends have not dealt treacheroufly with her, 
*¢. fo far from having become her enemies. Her 


“ inhabitants are fuffering, but not flarving. Her 
“ priefts 


* 
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_« The tongue of the fucking child cleaveth not 
* to the roof of his mouth for thirft. The young 
“© children afk not bread, without any man’s of- — 


n 


ftroyed—that none of any party, have as yet pe- 
rifhed, by the fhocks they have occafionedin the 
ftate—that the fword hath not been commiflioned 
by heaven to deftroy, and the way to.an accommo. 
dation been rendered ftill more imacceffible, thro’ 
the fhedding of blood. “We adore the goodnefs 
of God, which has kept us from being confumed 
by the ravages of war. It is of the Lord’s. mercies 
_ that we are not confumed, becaufe his compe tons fail 
not. And much more fo, that, in the diftreffing 
and alarming fituation of our public affairs, there 
have been fo many favourable circumftances to 
_ preferve usfrom fainting, to hearten us up, and 
to encourage our hopes, in expecting that.we thall 
at length, in the exercife of prudence, fortitude and. 
piety, get well through our difficulties.“ 


Here allow me to run through a brief fumma. 

ry of thefe favourable circumftances, compoled 
- of the following particulars—The rifing and 
growing confiftency of fentiments in the’ friends 
of liberty, which hath led one aflembly and “3 
: ther 
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ther on this continent, to attempt preventing the . 
further introduction of flaves among them, tho’ 
herein they have been counter-actec by governors, 
and which the American Congrefs hath with fo 
much wifdom and’ juftice adopted—The increa- 
fing acquaintance with the rights of confcience in 
matters of religion, as belonging equally alike to 
men of all parties and denominations, while they 
conduct as good members of civil fociety, without 
endeavouring to injure their neighbours of differ- 
ent or oppolite fentiments—The blundering po- 
licy of.the Britith'miniftry, in giving fo cruel a 
ealt to the Bofton Port-bill, taking away by it 
private property and fubjecting it’s reftitution to 
the pleafure of the Sovereign ; in following that fo 
haftily with other acts, equally unjuft and more 
extenfively pernicious, affecting the whole colany, 
and built upon principles and claims, that render- 
ed every dwelling plantation and right through 
the Continent precarious, dependant on the will 
of the parliament, or rather of the junto or indi- 
vidual, that hath the power of managing it ; in 
declaring openly while fupporting the bills, that . 
their defign was not againit a fingle town or colo- 
ny, but againft all America ; in prefuming, that: 
the other towns and colonies, upon receiving the 
dreadful news, would turn pale and tremble, con- 
ceal their fpirit of refentment and oppofition, in 
fnenking profeffions of tame fubmiflion and aban- 
don the diftreffed, though their own ruin mutt 
have followed upon it, however flowly ; and, upon 
fuch prefumption, neglecting to divide in time, the 
different colonies, by flattering promifes fuited to 
their feveral fituations, and by fecret_purchafes, 
ere they could form a general union—The re-efta- 
blifhment of arbitrary power and a defpotic go- 
vernment, ina moft. extenfive and purpotely en, 


_ larged 
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larged country, contrary to the royal declaration 
given a few years before,. qualified fomewhat to 
the inhabitants, by that formal fecurity of their re- 
ligious liberty, which was no ways wanting ; but 
as is generally, I fear juftly, thought, with the bafe 
diabolical defign of procuring: their affiftance, if 
required, in quelling the {pirit of freedom among 
the natural and loyal fubjects of ra. 


* [have no objection to the Canadians being fully fecured 
in the enjoyment of their religion, however erroneous and 
aati-chriflian it may appear to me, as a proteftant: But to 
the Britith legiflative’s not having given an univerfal effa- 
blifhment to the rights of confcience among them, The rights 
of confcience are too facred for any civil power on earth to 
interdict, wherein they produce mot ouvert adts againft 
the neceffary and effential rights of civil fociety—1 fay, 
neceffary and effential, to guard againft the reafonings of inte- 
tefted defigning priefts of every denomination, who are 
for forming unnatural alliances between church and ftate, 
the fword of the Spirit and the fword of the magiftrate. 
Arguments drawn from the ancient Jewith Theoeracy, are 
of no avail, ‘till the exiftence of a chrifian Theocracy is 
proved, in direct oppofition to the words of our great Leas 
der, who hath faid My Kingdom is not of this world, — 

Should the» neceffity of our affairs convene another Congrefs, 
hope among other things, it will be agreed upon, as the pro- 
per folid “bafis for the firmeft and mof extenfive union, that 
every Colony fhould reétain,.while the majority of it are fo 
pleated, whatever is it's prevailing form of religion, and 
admit of an univerfal toleration, to all other perfuafions, 


whether profeffors of chriftianity or not. ® 5 
"Twas a fpecial pleafure to me, on my firft arrival in America 
among the friendly Philadelphians, to obferve how Papifts, 
Epifcopalians, Moravians, Lutherans, Calvinifis, Metho- 
difts and Quakers, could pafs each other peaceably, and in 
"good temper, on the fabbath, after having broke up* their 
refpective affemblies—which I could not but take notice of, 

in an early letter to my native country. oe 
Ir may be faid, that notwithftanding this apparent regard for 
the rights of confcience, Iam really iatendly to them, 
_unlefs I will admit of an American epifcopate. Though 
fome may be prejudiced againft it, from the fibbing, ranca- 
rous 
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net = . eae ina 
—The fpeedy arrival of the Port-bill in thecommon — 
way of conveyance, whereby fome difficulties were. 
avoided and. fome advantages. enjoyed, while ad- 
miniftration ‘was--not fo merciful,.as.to attempt. 
giving us the earlieft intelligence of what had been. 
done—It’sarrival at’ Botton, New-York and Virginia, 

nego eset nearly 
rous and abufive ‘oppofition that certain D. D's are continu- 
ally making to meafures for preferving the civil rights of 
this-continent, (whofe conduct I can eafily account for, and. 
who have doubtlefs received intelligence, as well as myfelf, . 
that the défign of fending a Bifhop to America, as foon as ‘cire 
cumftances will admit, is certainly kept in view ; and that 


magé than the prefent equality admits ) are defirous of 
= to 6 being with ie 
. curity, that the Bithop and. eyery other dignitary, thal ~ 
é igre Se pte ot IL have no more rule 


all power to ie or interrupt other denominations, let 
them be gratified. It will have a good effect, and_ will pre- 


zeal for it, agree to it’s exiftence in thisnew world upon 
equitable conditions ‘#3 may be: inferred, 


Canadiens by the Qu 
bec bill, the flavery of it has been admirably expofed in the ad- 
drefs of the Congrefs ; and yet, was iva fact, that the body aA 

: : : ; the 


¢ 
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nearly at the fame time—The: firmne(fs that the 
Bottonians fhowed upon the occafioa—The indig. — 
nation with which it was received, as the news 
flew through the continent—The fpirited behavi- 
our of the noble Virginian Affembly, * whereby. 
they haftened their own diffolution—The accounts 
from different places and colonies, forwarded to 
the capital for her encouragement under her dif- 
trefs, and to aflure her of affiftance and fupport, 
and that. they confidered her’s in the true light of 
a common caufe; notin confequence of, but , 
ere they had received, her applications. for advice 
and dire@tion, with the ftate of her fituation— The 
forwardnefs, which fhowed itfelf every where, to 
contribute to her relief; and to adopt meafures 
that might in the iffue, recover and fecure the 

liberties 


the French inhabitants preferred it to every other form, I am 
of Lord Littleton’s opinion, that they fhould have it while 
they requefted it ; we have reafon however to believe, that the 
mode ¢f trial by juries was defired by the bulk of the people, 
and that it was taken away to gratify the petty _noablefie of the 
country, who were: for enjoying, as when under Francé, the 
power of oppreiling their inferiors. But furely care ought to 
have been taken by provifos in the act, that Britons fhould not 
have been that out from fettling in a country, for the .conquef 
of which they did and do contribute, without giving up 
their liberties and commencing flaves: And that a Britith 
Gentleman, was be pleafed to make the tour of Canada, might 
not be expofed to an imprifonment by aletter de cachet from 
a Governor, in confequence of fecret inftruétions from home, 
fhould he have unhappily fallen under the high difpleafure of 
a Britith miniftry. ; 


* Many political minifterial writers have, with a malicious 
cunning, attributed to, the MMaffachuferts more merit in oppo- 
fing the attempts againft American rights, than it’s ‘entitled 
to. The epifcopal colony of Virginia bravely led in the 
movements at the time of the Stamp-A@t; and was thé-firf, 
that, by their aflembly, declared againft the Bofon Port-bill, 
inthe ftrongeft terms of aa honeft indignation. 
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liberties of this and the other colonies—The fur- 

rifing agreement in opinion, that has prevailed 
in perfons ata great diftance from each other, 
while-confulting for the general good, whereby 
they have .becn led to tranfmit by letters, nearly 
the fame propofals to each other, as though the 
infpiration of the Moft High gave them the like 
underftanding—The fixing upon a general Con- 
grefs and chuling delegates, altho’ in feveral places, 
governmental chicanery was ufed to prevent it 
—The tender compaflionate feelings that every de- 
legate of whatfoever denomination, without  re- 
gard to party diftintions, difcovered for the Bof- 
tonians, under the free and affecting prayer of 
a worthy epifcopalian *, when at the opening of 
the congrefs they had been alarmed with the falfe 
rumour that Bo/fon had been attacked by the mi- 
litary and navy—The amazing confequences that 


this falfe alarm did, and continues to, produce. It 


proved the means of fhowing that the colonifts 
were not to be intimidated, though martial ap- 
peavances were to terminate in actual hoftilities ; 
that they would be volunteers in the caufe of li- 
berty ; and. that they meant not to avoid fighting, 
whenever it became neceflary. It put many thou- 
fands upon boldly betaking themfelves to: arms, 
and marching forward, as they apprehended, to 
the afliftance of their opprefled fellow fubjects. 
It kindled a martial fpirit, that has fpread through 
vatious colonics, and put the inhabitants upon 
perfecting themfelves in the militgry exercife, that 


‘fo they may be early prepared for the worft. To 


that it has been owing, ina great meafure, that 
the continent has put on fuch a warlike appea- 
rance ; that companies have been formed, and are 
continually 

* The Rev, Mr. Duche. i 
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continually training, as far down as to, and -even- 


- In Virginia, it not further *; and that they will 


be better prepared, than was ever before the cafe, 
to ‘repel all invations, that may be made upon 
their natural and conftitutional rights, even tho’ 
fupported by a Britifh army. Should Britith of- 
ficers and troops, wrongly imagine, that their 
commiflions and oaths oblige them to aét, tho’ 
in oppofition to thofe very principles of the con- 
{titution that fupports them, and empowers the 
King to give them their commiffions, inftead of 
recollecting, that all obligations entered into, mutt. 
néceflarily be attended with this provifo, that — 
they are not contrary to and fubverfive of the 
conititution, and that it is a reverence for, and 
love to the conftitution that diftinguifhes - the 
Jfoldier from the mercenary : Still, they would have 
no inclination to fight with fellow fubjects, whofe 
only fault was an exceflive love of freedom, and 
a fixed determination not to fubmit, to what they 
really believed, were defigned attacks upon their 


* moft precious libertics, In fuch circumftances, 


may we not hope, that the former would «rather 
with to efeape with honour, than'to ‘difgrace them- 
felves with conqueft, and that the men of might 
will not find their hands. But fhould it be other- 
wile, and their native bravery be facrificed in 
fapport of a bad caufe ; yet it might be too hard 
a tafk for them to fubdue their brethren, when 
fighting pro aris et focis, for all that is dear ; 
and who almoft univerfally excel in the art of 
firiking a mark, by which the wafte of ammu- 

. nition 


* We are informed of the like in South Carolinas 
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nition will be greatly prevented * , the want. of 
field artillery will not be much, nor long felt, 
under commander that has {kill to avoid being 
attacked, and to chufe his ground for attacking, 
in a country with which heis perfectly acquain- 
ted, and -where every inhabitant, even the chil- 
dren, are ftanding {pies uponall»the. motions of 
an adverfary. But as! earneftly beg of heaven, 
that the redrefs of our grievances may be obtain- 
ed without fighting ; Ifhall not dwell longer up- 
on this point, and proceed to mention thofe other 
favourable circumftances of a pacifick kind, that: 
remain tobe fpecified; fuch as, the generous do- 
nations made for the poor of Bofton, the: union 
of the colonies, the prevailing harmony and una- 
nimity among the individuals compofing the 
Grand Congrefs, their approbation of the oppo- 
fition given by this colony to the aéts for alter+— 
ing it’s ancient'forms of government, their affo- 
ciation refpeéting trade and the like+, the rea- 
dinefs of the people to conform to it, and the: 
ie. ee eee intrepid 
* Mr. Kxoch, then Lieutenant in the firt regiment of Qrange-Naf- 
fau, in a treatife on ‘the infufficiency of fire-arms, for attack 
** or defence demonfirated from faéts, &c.’’ wrote in about 
1759, proves “that, ata medium taken from any -number 
** of battles fought fomewhat before that period, not more 
*¢ than one man could: have been killed or wounded, by 
‘¢ eighty fhot difcharged’’. 


+ Theright of an embodied people, in a’ conteft for liberty, 
when the voice of the majority has been fairly obtained, to: 
interdiét, and where neceflary, forcibly to prevent, a, trade, - 
that would ruin the common caufe, and cannot be carried 
on without fubjecting them to flavery, notwithftanding the 
great injury it may occafion to individuals, 1 apprehend, 
will, on the fame principles that juftify a profcribing a 
traffie that would hazard ‘the introduction of the peftilence, 
admit of as much fironger a vindication, as flavery is the 
greater plague, 
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ingrepig conduét of the fouthern inhabitants in pre- 
venting the introduction of any more teas among 
them—Thefe are favourable circumftances, be- 
yond what the moft fanguine friends of liberty 
expected ; that appearto be of the Lord’s doing, 
andare marvellous in our eyes ; that, if foretold, 
would have. been deemed’ morally impoflible, b 

thofe who are ftill “inimical to them, though evi- 
dencing a wonderful ‘interpofition of providence ; 


and that may juftly encourageus, as well as keep — 


us from fainting ; efpecially when taken in con-. 


nection ‘with that {pirittof “prayer and humiliation, — 


which has difcovered itfelf in different’ places. on 
occafion of the times. “Would to God, there was 
more of this ! Did it abound univerfally, we fhould 


have greater ground of ehcouragementby much ; ~ 


for the fervent prayers of the humble, penitent, 
and returning, avail with Gop#thro’ the mediati- 
on of the Lord Jefus. However, from what there 


is, and the other favourable circumftances, we aré 


warranted to expett, that at length, in the exer- 


cifeof prudence, fortitude and piety, we thall get well _ 


through our difficulties. 


We muft prudently fall in with the meafures 
recommended by the Congrefs, that fo we may. 
not be reported to other colonies as difregarders 
of them, whereby, firft a jealoufy may be. produ- 
ced, and then a difunion effected. We mult pro- 
mote unanimity among ourfelves, peace and 
good order, that we may not be reprefented as 


defirous of confufion, in hopes of making an 
advantage of it. We fhould let the laws of ho- — 


nour and honefty have their full weight with us, 
that we may fall under no reproach, for’ abu- 
fing the prefent fufpenfion of human laws. We 

es Se + ~<* ghould 
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fhould diligently provide for the worft ; and be 


upon our guard, that we may not be fuddenly . 


{tripped of thofe appertenances, the lofs of which 
will be feverely felt, fhould we be called upon, by 
a dire neceflity, to make our appeal to heaven. 


I have been ready at times to infer, from 
the military fpirit that hath fpread through the 
continent, that though we are to be faved, it is 
not to be without the fword, or at leaft the ftrong 


appearance of it ; unlefs anfinite wifdom ( which 


we fhall heartily rejoice to find is the cafe) fhould 
be in this way preparing the colonies, for co- 
operating with the parent ftate, after that mat- 
ters in difpute have been fettled to fatisfaction, 
in fome important ftruggle with a common 
enemy ; and therein, by giving her effectual 
affiftance, for wiping away the reproaches that 
interefted calumny and malice have thrown up- 
on them, and for confirming an eternal friend- 


- hip. But is it the awful determination of hea- 
ven, that we fhall not retain our liberties with- 


out fighting, let no one defpair. The conti- 
nent, after having difcovered confummate wile 
dom, can never conduct fo abfurdly, as to leave 
a fingle colony alone in the difpute ; ‘their own 
fecurity will conftrain them to fupport which- 
foever is attacked ; they will- rather aflift at a 
diftance, than have a war upon or within their 
own borders, and will be fenfible that whoever 
fights on the fide of American liberty, hazards 
bis life in their battles. Should it be allowed, 
for argument’s fake, that fome one province or 
other, through felaifhnefs or timidity, fhould 
bafely flink from the commondanger; yet would 
the reft have greater probability of ee 

: ‘ than 


DISCOURSE. 3 


than had the Dutch, when they. began to emerge 
from flavery, and to acquire their liberties *. _ 
Let us be but drave, and we may promife ourfelves 
fuccefs, do we join piety to our prudence and for- 
titude. Do we confefs and repent of our fins, 
juftify God in his fo trying us, accept of our 
punifhment at his hands without murmuring ' or 
complaining ; Do we humble ourfelves, amend 
our ways and doings, give up ourfelves to God, 
become an holy people, and make the moft High 


our confidence, we may hope that He will be on 
‘ our 


# « Thewhole country of the feven United Provinces is not 
as large as one half of Pennfylvania ; and when they began 
their conteft with Philip the fecond for their liberty, con- 
tained about as many inhabitants as are now in the province 
of Maffachufetts-Bay. Philip's empire then comprehended in 
Europe, all Spain and Portugal, the two Sicilies, and -fuch 
provinces of - the Low Countries as adhered to him—many 
iflands of importance in the Mediterranean—the Milanefe and 
many other valuable territories in Italy, and elfewhere—In 
Africaand Afia, all the dominions belonging to Spain and 
Portugal—In America the immenfe countries fubject to thofe 
two kingdoms, with all their treafures, and yet unexhaufted 
mines, and the Spani/h Wel-Indies.. His armies were nu- 
merous and veteran, excellently officered, and commanded by 
the moft renowned generals. So great was their force, that 
during the wars in the Low Countries his commander in 
chief, the prince of Parma marched twice into. France, and 
obliged that great general and glorious king, Henry. the 
fourth, to raife at one time the fiege of Paris, and at another 

‘that of Roam. So confiderable was the naval power of Philip, 
that in the midft of the fame wars, hefitted out bis dreadful ar- 
mada to invade England. Yet feven little provinces, or coun- 
ties, as we fhould call them,(fays that eminent Pennfylvanian) 


we 


“infpired by one general refolution—-‘* to die free, rather than. 


live flaves "—-not only baffled, but brought down into the 
duf. that enormous power, that had contended for univerfal 
empire, and for halfa century was the terror of the world. 
Such an amazing change indeed took place, that thofe. Pro- 
vinces afterward a@ually PROTECTED Spain againft the 
power of France.” oe 
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our fide: And ifthe Lordis for us what can men 
do unto us ? Have we the God of hofts for our 
ally, we might bid adieu to fear, though the 


_ world was united againit us. 


Let us then be pious, brave and prudent, and we 
fhall, fome of us at leaft, have room for thankf 
givings, not merely for promifing appearances, 
but for actual deliverance out of prefent difficul- 
ties, though it fhould not be till we have been 
converfant with the din of arms and the horrors 
of war. But fhould the country be wafted for 
afew years, anda number of it’s inhabitants. be 
deftroyed, ere the withed for falvation is gran- 
ted, how foon, after having fecured it’s liberties, 
will it regain it’s former profperity ; yea, become 
far more glorious, wealthy and populous than 
ever, through the thoufands and ten thoufands 
that will flock to it, with riches arts and fcien- 
ces acquired by them in foreign countries. And, 
how will the furviving inhabitants and their pof- 
terity, together with refugees, who have fled 
from oppreflion and hardfhips, whether civil, or 
facred, to our Ameritan fanétuary, daily give 
thanks to the Sovereign of the univerfe, that 
this general afylum was not confumed ! How oft 
will they, with raptures, think upon that noble 
exertion of courage that prevented it; celebrate 
‘the praifes of thofe that led and fuffered in the 
common caufe ; and with glowing hearts, blefs 
that God who owned the goodnefs of it, and at 
length crowned it with fuccef$! Hallelujah. The 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 


Ve bah de i 8 th ety ial 


